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of any one, overwhelmed by sudden calamities, it is certainly due to myself and more respectful to the world, that I retire from a position, which, in the public judgment, I might seem to occupy by questionable authority.
"It yields me no small share of comfort, so far as I am able of taking comfort from any circumstance, that in resigning my executive charge, I am placing it in the hands of one whose integrity and worth have been long tried; who understands and will peruse the true interests of the State; and who in the hour of success and in the hour of adversity has been the consistent and valued friend of the great and good man, now enjoying the triumph of his virtues in the conscious security of a nation's gratitude.
"SAM HOUSTON".
"Gen. William Hall, Speaker of the Senate, Tennessee."
There is a refined delicacy in this letter, that will be a new chapter in the life of Sam Houston to all who have misinterpreted his character.
But there is in addition a sentiment involving a political principle, which I believe has not been expressed by any other man holding office; that is :
"That veneration of public opinion by which I have measured every act of my public official life has taught me to hold no delegated power which would not be daily renewed by my constituents, could the choice be daily submitted to a sensible expression of their will."
After the Battle of the Horse Shoe, Jackson prepared and read to the army the following address :
"You have entitled yourselves to the gratitude of your country and your General. The expedition from which you .have just returned has, by your good conduct, been rendered prosperous beyond any example in the history of our warfare; it has redeemed the character of your State, and of that description of troops of 'which the greater part of you are.
"You have within a few days opened your way to the Tallapoosa and destroyed a confederacy of the enemy, fero-im to the confidence and support of my fellow citizens, and delicately circumstanced as I am and hv mv own misfortunes more than the fault or contrivance below. But in a report of this kind, and to you, who will immediately perceive them, it is not necessary to state the happy consequences which may be expected to result from this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
